controlled environmental conditions. The present study will be helpful in establishing an culture as already established in other catfishes of commercial importance. The mean values of the physiochemical parameters of water in both the experiments show values during the experimental groups fell within the standard optimal range for fish culture 1 2 0 (Boyd, 1982) . The growth performance of the larvae were significantly affected (P < 0.05) by the 1 2 3
experimental light intensities provided ( length of the study were depicted in Table 2 . The highest (P < 0.05) survival and
performance index were found in 0 lx and 300 lx light intensities, however, no significant 1 3 1 difference was observed among 500lx, 900lx and 1200 lx treatments. Significantly higher 1 3 2 biomass (g) was recorded in lower intensities treatments (i.e. 0 lx to 500 lx) and relatively
lower value was found in the higher light intensities (P<0.05).
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Trial 2: photoperiod effect on growth and survival
The growth and yield parameters of larvae under different treatments are shown in Table 3 1 3 6
and 4 respectively. The growth performance of larvae was significantly affected (P < 0.05)
by varied photoperiod cycles. The initial length and weight of Ompok bimaculatus larvae,
stocked in all the treatments were the same (P > 0.05). The highest growth (P < 0.05) was
observed in the treatment with 24L: 0D and 16L: 8D photoperiods and no significant groups. Moreover, the highest survival (%) was recorded in 0L: 24D and the lowest in 24L:
0D photoperiod cycles. The total biomass was found higher in 24L: 0D, 16L: 8D and 0L: condition factor was reported in 0L: 24D photoperiods while, the performance index showed 1 4 6 linearly higher in 24L: 0D, 16L: 8D and 0L: 24D photoperiod cycles. The present study showed that the growth performance of Ompok bimaculatus larvae was significantly affected by light intensities. The specific growth rate, body weight gain (%) and
mean daily weight gain (%) was found significantly higher in 900 lux light intensities and 1 5 1 lower in 0 lux groups whereas, no significance response was reported in other groups ( Table   1  5  2 1). The better growth performance of the larvae at medium light intensities (i.e. 900 lux) was significance differences between different treatments. which is relevant to the present study. However, in the present study the growth performance 1 7 8
of the Ompok bimaculatus larvae had declined in elevated light intensity (i.e. 1200 lx). This
finding may be influenced by the environmental stress at the elevated light intensities
resulting in lower feeding rates (Delabbio et al., 2015) . Similar findings were also reported in showed significantly lower final length and the length increment while, no significant in 0 lx groups ( Table 1) .
This study also revealed that fish reared under 0 lx (35.05±2.39%) and 300 lx no significant difference (P > 0.05) was recorded in other groups ( Table 2) . Similar catfish Clarias geripineus (Britz and Pienaar, 1992) and Orange-Spotted Grouper
Epinephelus coioides (Takeshita and Soyano, 2008) where low light intensities (0 and 300 lx)
had lower mortality rates when compared to larvae reared at higher light intensities. This result may be due to the fact that an elevation of light intensity acts as environmental stressor Katavic , 1984; Strand et al., 2007; Villamizar et al., 2011) . Moreover, the light intensity incidence of territorial aggression leads to mortality. The result of the study also showed that 2 0 8 total biomass and performance index was significantly higher (P < 0.05) in lower light 2 0 9
intensity groups followed by other groups, whereas, lower value was recorded in higher 2 1 0 intensity groups (i.e. 900 and 1200 lx). This may be due to more survivability in case of 2 1 1 lower light intensity groups which indicate the optimum light intensity for the O. bimaculatus 2 1 2 larvae.
1 3
It has been reported that freshwater fish species are more responsive to photoperiod than 2 1 4 marine and diadromous species (El-Sayed et al., 2004) . Moreover, the effect of marine better growth (wet weight), specific growth rate, weight gain (%) and daily mean weight gain where the better growth rate was achieved with increasing light periods. This outcome may be due to the fact that continuous light offered an increased chance for the larvae to come 2 2 5 across food organisms (Shi et al, 2010) , and the darkness reduced the growth, possibly by
hindering the intake of an adequate amount of food (Giri et al., 2002; Hart et al., 1996) which
is relevant to the present study. It also reported that in shorter light periods may require more with longer light phases. The survival of Ompok bimaculatus larvae was significantly condition showed maximum survival rates with reduced cannibalism. Similarly,
Parameswaran et al. (1970) and Chakrabarti (2012) In the present study, although, the growth performance of the Pabda larvae was found rather than the growth. The better survival was recorded in total dark conditions suggesting The fish attained maturity at the end of the first year. Fully ripe females and males (40g or agent Ovatide® @ 1-1.5 ml kg -1 body weight for females and 0.5-1.0ml kg -1 body weight for 2 6 0 males (Chakrabarti et al., 2012) . Females were stripped for spawning after 8 -10 hours of 2 6 1 hormone injection and the eggs were collected in a tray. Milt was attained from males by 2 6 2 surgically removing the testes, which were macerated to get a suspension to be mixed with taken for the study. Experimental set up 2 6 8
The study was carried out for 21 days at the wet laboratory of College of Fisheries, Central 2 6 9
